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Your brother is very unhappy ; he had projected a match
between his daughter and your sister Eoote's eldest son4,
and it was thought that the young couple liked one another.
It is certain at least that the poor girl was caught. All on
a sudden your nephew grew cold, and at last has owned that
he scruples marrying his cousin-german. As she is a lovely
girl, and your brother had promised to give her twenty
thousand pounds, and forty if her brother dies, who is
delicate and has an ugly swelling on his throat, your
brother thinks the scruple arises from pride and from her
being a natural daughter. I own I have a little of the
same suspicion, as the scruple is so ridiculous an one ; and
yet it is an honest young man, and full of scruples about
his own profession of the law. I told your brother, that if
the scruple is sincere, however ill-founded, it would be hard
to punish a virtuous mind. Yet your brother resents this
behaviour extremely. As your nephew Horace has only
a daughter, and Lady Lucy miscarries frequently, your
brother told me he had intended to give Ms estate after
Horace, and on failure of his own son, whom he thinks he
shall lose, to his daxighter and young Foote. I did not ask
what he meant by Ms estate, whether his own private fortune,
or your father's, which he may fancy in his power, though
Mr. Chute and I are confident, from what Gal used to say,
that the latter is entailed on you. Still if it is not, he could
not think of giving it to Horace, without its passing through
you. He looks so young and so well, that you need not be in
haste to trouble yourself which he meant. Still I wish this
match had taken place, as it would have kept you all together,
and your brother from carrying his views out of the family.
He may now be tempted to scrape all he can together, in
order to match his daughter more highly. How idle are

4 George Talbot Hatley Foote, "wife of Krancis JFoote. The younger
eldest son of Mann's elder sister, Foote died unmarried in 1821.place in 1744.  Dimsdale  (1712-     received a pension and a grant of
